Post-Mission
Activities




Press Release

Objective: 'To give students the opportunity to invite local media to cover
their visit to the Challenger Learning Center and to practice

presenting an accurate summary of the event to be covered.

Materials: School media contact list, computer, fax machine or envelopes

with stamps

Activity Duration: 30-45 minutes

Teacher Background Information:

Press Releases for mission dates provide an excellent opportunity for potential
media coverage of the mission as well as providing students with the
experience of developing an effective summary statement to send out to
various media groups. To have the best chance for media coverage, it is
customary to send out a press release approximately two weeks prior to the
event in question. Students and teachers should decide as a group if the best
chance for media coverage would be the mission itself or the press conference
at the school if you choose to do so. Of coutse, both times and dates could

also be included.
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The Anatomy of a Press Release:

Contact Name/ Phone- Clearly stated in the top-right corner of the press

release
Location- Should be in the first sentence of the press release
Date/ Time- Also should be listed in the first sentence of the press release

Admission Information- Who will be there? Should be in first or sccond

sentence

Description- What is happening? Be certain to make the project seem as
unique as possible. The description has to be interesting enough that a2 media
representative will choose to cover this event over some other event.
Remember, there are always news events to be covered. You have to find a
way to make your event the most interesting, the most rewarding, and the most

exciting of all the potential events.
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Personal Debriefing

Objective: To encourage students to speak or write in complete sentences
answers to questions about how the Challenger Learning Center

affected them.
Materials: Question sheet for each individual; can work in teams of two
Activity Duration: 30 minutes for each of the three sections

Teacher Background Information:

'The main goal of the Challenger Learning Center program is to change the way
that students perceive math and science, and their perception of their ability to

pcrforrn well in these fields.

This is of course a very difficult goal to measure. One method is to have
students participate in a self-reflection and answer questions that center around
their petception of math and science. The following activity allows this self-

reflection to occut.

Procedure:

1. This activity is divided into three sections: Self Awareness
Questions, Reflection Questions, the Evaluation. Each section
should be completed on a different day.

2. Pass out the questions or evaluations to the students. If you have

pictures taken of the mission, the DATA Logs used during the

mission, and the station descriptions with pictures, it can be very
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helpful for the students in temembering more details regarding

their visit to the center.

Have the students answet the questions and the evaluation and

present some of their answers before the class.
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Questions for Self-Awareness Debriefing
. What was your assignment on the space flight simulation and how was it
impottant to the success of the mission?

. If you had a chance to fly another mission, on which team would you
want to serve and how would you prepate for your flight?

. How were teamwortk, reading, following directions, and preflight training
in the classroom important on the mission?

. After the visit to the Challenger Learning Center, do you think you are
more interested in science, math, and technology? Will you follow more

closely the actual flights of the NASA Space Shuttes?

. When something did not go as planned, how did you handle the
situation?

. What character traits did you discover about yourself (patience,
cooperative, impulsive)?

. Did you find you were using skills you didn’t know you hadr
. How did you feel when you contributed to the success of the mission?

. Did you feel any self-confidence and motivation as a result of the
ss1on?
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