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PREPARE FOR LIFTOFF!

Challenger Learning Center
Pre-Mission Prep Sheet

6:3 SAMPLE SCHEDULE

9:00 a.m. Arrive at the Challenger Center to begin 4 2 hour program*; restroom break;
divide students into two groups consisting of 16-34 students (usually by class)
9:15-11:15 Group#1:  Space Mission Simulation
Group#2: IMAX Movie & Interactive Exhibit Area
11:15-11:30 Lunch Break for both groups
11:30 -1:30 Group#1: IMAX Movie & Interactive Exhibit Area

Group#2:  Space Mission Simulation
1:36 p.m. Depart for school
* We ask that every school be able to spend 4 ¥; hours at the center for the full programming
experience. The above arrival time is used for illustration. If your school cannot arrive until 9:30

a.m., we ask you to plan on leaving at 2:00 p.m. If this time schedule is not allowed due to bus
schedules, school policies, etc., please call the Challenger Center.

' CHAPERONES

Have a question about how many chaperones to bring when visiting the center for the day?

¥ coareronverorevery # £ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ f srupents

A general rule of thumb is one chaperone for every 10 students. This number, along with the classroom
teacher, Challenger Center teachers and volunteers, is adequate for assisting students. Students who have
special needs may require additional assistance. We kindly ask that you let us know in advance if you
are bringing a student with special needs so that we may make any necessary arrangements.



Challenger Learning Center- A Brief History

January 28, 1986 is a day that will live in the memory of many Americans,
especially those in the field of education. On that day, seven astronauts,
including one civilian teacher, climbed aboard the Challenger Space Shute to
embark upon the historic “Teachet in Space” mission. Shortly after takeoff,

the Challenger Space Shuttle exploded, and the entire 51-L crew was lost.

In response to this tragic event, the families of the Challenger astronauts
sought to create a memorial to the lives of these astronauts, and to continue
their commitment to the promotion of math and science education. The fruit

of their efforts is the Challenger Learning Center program.

This program is designed to use innovative techniques to inspire students in the
areas of math, science and technology. The program involves a multi-week
curticulum to be covered in the classtoom, culminating in a visit to the

Challenger Learning Center to fly a two-hour simulated space mission.

The Challenger Learning Center uses a space station and mission control
module, individualized station assignments for cach student, and a mission
objective to introduce science and math concepts in a stimulating, hands-on
format. The associated pre- and post-mission activities create the framewotk
for a complete learning experience, focusing on concepts that align with the
Illinois State Learning Standards and the Wisconsin Model Academic

Standards.






